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- Th MAILING DATE of this communication appears on th cover s/ieef with the correspondenc address 
Peri d for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO tXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

. - Extensions of tinie ntay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR .1.436(a).^In no event,.howvevef,.nfiay a reply betinrtely fUed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the nrailmg date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- tf NO period for reply ts specified above, the maximum stafa tory period -will apply ^nd will^expire SIX (6) lbK>MrHS fTX}m^ma{lmg dat&of this <)^^ 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
• Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 :704(t)). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1 November 2002 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-ftnal. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disp sition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-15 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8)0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

©)□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or bD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objectbn to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and t20 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority docunnents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C, §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment($) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO'892) 4) CIl Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) CH Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2J . 6) Q Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

The restriction requirement under 35 USC 121 of Paper No. 4 is withdrawn. Claim 1 is 
directed to a product that is patentable over the prior art. Pursuant to the procedures set forth in 
the Official Gazette notice dated March 26, 1996 (1184 O.G. 86), claims 2-11 directed to the 
process of making or using the patentable product are now subject to being rejoined. Process 
claims 2-1 1 are hereby rejoined and flilly examined for patentability under 37 CFR L 104. 

Claim Rejeftions- 35 USC§10f 

Claims 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed recitation of a use, 
without setting forth any steps involved in the process, results in an improper definition of a 
process, i.e., results in a claim which is not a proper process claim under 35 U.S.C, 101, See for 
example Ex parte Dunki, 153 USPQ 678 (Bd,App. 1967) and Clinical Products, Ltd v. Bremer, 
255 F, Supp, 131, 149 USPQ 475 (D,D.C, 1966). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §llf 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 USC § 1 12, second paragraph, as failing to particularly 
point out the claimed invention. The phrases "such as" render the claims indefinite because it is 

^ 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as.foUows; 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

^The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of maldng and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled 
in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same, and 
shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention 
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unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP§2173,05(d). 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 USC § 1 12, second paragraph, as failing to particularly 
point out the claimed invention. The claim language "and their salts with the alkali metals, 
alkaline-earth metals and amines" literally requires the claims to read on mixtures which does 
not appear to be intended. It is suggest that the alternative "or" be used and the terms be placed 
in singular form. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 USC § 112, first and second paragraphs. The term 
"fiinctional group" is not clearly defined in the claim or specification. It cannot be determined 
what is or is not within the purview of the claims. If the claims are intended to read on a specific 
group of substituents, the claim fails to particularly point this out. 

Claims 2-11 are rejected under 35 USC § 1 12, second paragraph, as failing to particularly 
point out the claimed invention. The structure of "formula (I) is not set forth in the claims. 

Claims 12-15 are rejected under 35 USC § 112, first paragraph. Claims 12-15 provides 
for the use, but, since the claim does not set forth any steps involved in the method/process, it is 
unclear what method/process applicant is intending to encompass. A claim is indefinite where it 
merely recites a use without any active, positive steps delimiting how this use is actually 
practiced. 

Conclusion 
The references are cited as of interest. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Michael L. Shippen whose telephone number is (703) 308-4635. The Examiner's nomnal 
tour of duty is 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1235. The 
official group FAX machine number is (703) 308-4556. 



MShippen 
June 14, 2003 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 1621 



